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When working on a development project the residents opposed to it step forward fairly quickly, but the large,
silent majority is difficult to reach. Public meetings are also most likely to attract those who have already
formed an opinion, usually a negative one and usually one without the benefit of all facts. So, government
agencies or media organizations commission public opinion surveys to try to tap into the views of the larger
group of the community affected.  Some think public opinion polls are not reliable. Others believe they are an
effective way to take a quick snapshot on how a population is feeling and thinking about an issue. Around the
globe, in North America and in Ontario, recent public opinion polls show that the real measure of opposition
to wind energy and wind farms is considerably less than media stories and opponents would have us believe.

Why do most media stories seem focused on anti-wind forces when public opinion surveys are showing more
positive public views towards wind energy? How many people are aware of the new shift to clean renewable
energy? What are the main pro’s and con’s to public support and public opinion towards wind energy and
wind farms? 

Understanding how the public forms an opinion is as interesting as how to measure that public opinion. A
recent story about tapping into public opinion in Australia, where there is considerable shift to renewable
energy, is worth sharing.  The story appeared in the Energy Tribune.  It is called, “The Real Public Opinion on
Renewable Energy” and is written by an organizer for something called the “100% Renewable Energy”
campaign.  You can find it on the internet like I did at http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/2776594.html. The
focus of the article is how and why this group conducted over 14,000 face-to-face conversations with
randomly-selected Australians from knocking on doors, meeting people in markets, community and sporting
events. Why?  Because media stories seemed to the group to be showing a deeply divided, polarized public
response to wind development and they decided to strike up some direct conversations with real Australians
to see if the stories were accurate. 

The result of this significant undertaking was that some 91% of those interviewed thought the government
should be implementing strong policy to support new jobs and investment in renewable energy.  86% of those
interviewed thought Australia should adopt a plan to move to 100% renewable energy.  A further 90%
expressed the view that more Australians should be installing renewable energy to counter rising energy
costs.

These findings didn’t match Australian media coverage on anti-wind sentiment, nor with media stories linking
rising electricity costs to renewable energy developments and despite Australian Energy Market Commission
(AEMC) statements that the three main causes of rising prices were investment in ageing infrastructure,
increasing costs of fossil-based energy sources and uncertainty about carbon pricing.  None of these reasons
involved support for renewable energy.

Sound familiar?  The other finding echoed something we have heard here on Manitoulin from residents who
are not opposed to the wind farm developments. That was the sentiment, “Just get on with it.!” 

In Europe, they have been “getting on with it” in terms of significant wind energy developments.  Public
opinion there also shows 80% of European Union (EU) citizens support wind energy when asked. But, for any

involved in wind project planning and siting, there is a challenge from organized groups that step
forward in strong opposition. Social debate about renewables has to happen in an open, factual manner,
engaging as many stakeholders as possible.  

Ontario is experiencing this same tug between those supporting the shift to clean energy and those who
accept it in principle but not in their own community and those who don’t want it anywhere. So a public
opinion survey was done.  I mentioned it briefly in the previous column on WIND and GOVERNMENT. In
that Ipsos Reid survey, 1,361 adults living in Ontario were interviewed online.  Why?  To take a measure
of how many people are aware of the new shift to clean renewable energy and what are the main pro’s
and con’s to public opinion on wind energy and wind farms? 

The survey sample was divided into 225 participants from Southwest Ontario, 296 from Central Ontario,
225 living in Northern Ontario, 231 from Eastern Ontario and 384 from the Greater Toronto Area.  Maybe
some of you participated.

What were the six survey questions?  They were –
To what extent do you support or oppose the production of wind energy in your region of Ontario?
To what extent do you support or oppose the production of wind energy in your community?
Are you aware of any wind energy developments (either proposed, in construction or already built) in
your area?
What do you consider to be the main benefits of wind energy? List as many as come to mind.
What do you consider to be the main drawbacks of wind energy? List as many as come to mind.
Thinking about wind power in general, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the following
statements –

I would not want wind turbines near my community
My municipal government should be working to encourage and facilitate wind energy
development in my community
Ever since the BP Oil spill disaster in the Gulf of Mexico, I think we need to focus more on
alternative sources of energy
I think wind energy development could provide a number of important economic
opportunities and benefits for my community
I think wind turbines have less impact on human health than conventional sources of
electricity generation like coal and nuclear power 

The responses to the questions that best answer our concern about how many are alert to the shift to
renewable energy and the negative and positive views of the alert are visually presented as bar graphs
in this column to questions 1, 3 and 6(i).  

The key findings to the recent Ontario public opinion survey are clear.

Most Ontarians support the production of wind energy in their region of the province. Just three in 10
people said they would not want wind turbines in their community. The pros and cons of wind energy
seem clear in people’s minds.  At the end of the day, the survey shows most Ontarians do want and
expect governments to support wind energy projects.

Here on Manitoulin Island there has been negative rumbling too.  We didn’t commission an opinion
survey.  Instead, I have made every effort to reach out to all of you at public meetings, at community
events, through these weekly columns, in one-on-one meetings with stakeholders, by making myself
available to Council and residents. 

I continue the Manitoulin Winds News column for improved communication with and education of local
residents as well as myself as I research the topics weekly to provide a source of reliable information
to those interested. This is all for a good cause and the project makes sense.  The purpose of this
column is not to respond to unsubstantiated, often outrageous statements through negative ads that
appear in this newspaper by other groups.  I would hope that the flavour of this article clearly shows a
difference in approach.  Many of you have commented on that distinction and it has been appreciated.

I have been approached at the coffee shop and in the grocery store or when filling up the truck with
gas.  I value that contact and these exchanges. There have been many frank discussions.  I meet any
question with facts and study results and the partnership’s commitments. We are honouring the Ministry
of the Environment (MOE), the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) and all the other government
ministries’ strict regulations and guidelines.  

Public opinion matters.  Social acceptance by this community to the McLean’s Mountain Wind Farm
matters. This project will make a positive difference to this community and to the province. Your
openness and your engagement in this process have mattered to all of us involved in the wind farm’s
development.

If you have questions that haven’t been addressed, please don’t hesitate to send them along to me via
the project office.  You can reach me personally by email at rick.martin@northlandpower.ca. 

Wind and public opinion

NEXT WEEK: Responsible Relationships
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It is the unknown or the unfamiliar that breeds fear.  Recent talk on the Island about landowners involved in
the McLean’s Mountain Wind Farm being described as “bad neighbours” is disturbing.  First of all, it isn’t a
neighbourly comment and secondly, neighbours don’t become or stay in a “good” relationship when name-
calling and threats are thrown about.  The landowners involved in the development of the McLean’s Mountain
Wind Farm are the same people they always were; committed, engaged and reliable.  They have acted on the
initial offer extended to all landowners in the vicinity of the project and have been responsible neighbours in
the process.  Landowners’ input has been invaluable to understanding and accommodating community sensi-
tivities.

How will the wind farm and the landowners whose property accommodates the turbines remain good neigh-
bours with the Manitoulin Island community? Will the municipal government requirements and processes be
ignored or honoured by the McLean’s Mountain Wind Farm developer despite permission under the Green En-
ergy Act to bypass local governments?  What efforts will the McLean’s Mountain Wind Farm project make to
support local community-based groups and organizations promoting sustainability, tourism and small business?
Let’s answer these questions by talking about responsible relationships.

Being a good neighbour – residential or corporate – involves following some basic principles and courteous
conduct. To go back to the earlier comment, there have been suggestions made recently and publicly that the
landowners involved in the wind farm were forced to sign a “gag” order stopping them from speaking with
their neighbours about the project.  Let’s be perfectly clear: We’re business people and with any business
transaction people sign an Agreement that includes a Non-Disclosure clause called an NDA.  An NDA works in
the best interests of both parties keeping their business arrangements private.  I doubt anybody on this Island
would like people throughout the community knowing details of their business. It’s proper.  It’s about privacy.
It’s just a standard business practice. Would you like people discussing publicly your wages or benefits from
your job, or the value of your home or farm? I DON’T THINK SO. Talk of “gag orders” is unfounded. We have a
mutually-respectful, courteous and responsible relationship with the landowners.

I’d like to share with you some thoughts on a number of the other responsible relationships we at the McLean’s
Mountain Wind Farm project have made over the past several years on Manitoulin Island. I’d like to start with
the municipality. Again, there’s talk.  Well anyone who tells you we have ignored, bypassed or treated the NEMI
Council and Town offices with contempt is being untruthful. 

I am proud of the good relationship forged with the professionals working within the municipality including
the chief administrative officer, the building inspector and public works team.  They have been kept abreast
of all the changes in the project and phases.  I often consult them for advice. No, the Green Energy Act doesn’t
require it.  Yes, it is part of our responsible relationships. The Road Users Allowance Agreement made with the
help of the Town is proof of the consultative, courteous relationship. I value the municipal advice and knowledge
and respect their role in the development process.  I also have good rapport with NEMI Councillors and past
Mayors who have been pro or con wind development. The project office is always open to these elected officials
and they have welcomed me at Council Chambers too.  We keep the opportunity open, at all times, for com-
munications to be direct, transparent and meaningful.

First Nation peoples are a very big part of the Manitoulin Island community.  We have invested time and effort
to understand the history and special circumstances that impact their decision-making processes and we’ve
learned a lot.  This ushered us into a partnership in the McLean’s Mountain Wind Farm.  That just would not
have happened without sound communications and good relationship building efforts over time.  

RESPONSIBLE RELATIONSHIPS

NEXT WEEK: OZONE PRESERVATION

Those efforts include reaching out to those who work to make the Island a special destination and sup-
porting, when possible, local community-based groups and organizations promoting sustainability, tourism
and small business.  In spite of us not having an operating facility, generating revenue, here, we’ve shown
that commitment already through participation in the Manitoulin Trade Fair and other community sup-
port.

This project isn’t being forced upon anyone. We came in and followed protocols in terms of knocking on
doors, introducing ourselves and then honouring commitments and remaining accessible. When we made
an agreement or commitment we kept them. We’ve never gone back on our word. We are good corporate
neighbours. I would like to think that our efforts to date have been successful because of these respon-
sible relationships.  I have been going over the steps and commitments that made that possible and see
we have forged something of a Good Neighbour Charter.  At least, that’s what I’ve called it.  I’d like to
share the key points with everyone through this column.  You’ll see it reflects the principles of social re-
sponsibility applied to doing business.

GOOD NEIGHBOUR CHARTER

The residents of Manitoulin Island can expect the following 
from the McLean’s Mountain Wind Farm:

1. OPEN COMMUNICATIONS
2. RESPECT LOCAL GOVERNMENT
3. SOUND ENVIRONMENTAL PRACTICES
4. PROTECTION OF TOURISM VALUES
5. SAFE UPKEEP OF OUR ROADS 
6. CONSIDERATION OF RECREATIONAL LAND USES
7. SUPPORT FOR COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
8. MAINTENANCE OF BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY

Responsible relationships mean each side takes responsibility for their conduct and that includes coming
forward with questions and concerns or any issues you feel need to be discussed. If there is something
you want me to cover in a column or in a response to you individually or to your local community group,
please contact me.  My direct email address is rick.martin@northlandpower.ca
The project office contact information is included.

IN MEMORIAM
RAYMOND COLLINS

I would like to extend personal condolences to the family and friends of
Raymond Collins, a loyal landowner and a good friend.
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The United Nations' (UN) International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer is
celebrated on September 16 every year. This event commemorates the date of the signing of
the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer in 1987. At that time,
representatives from 24 countries met in Montreal and announced to the world that it was
time to stop destroying the ozone layer. Why does that matter to you?  Ozone is both “good”
and “bad”. The ozone layer of the planet’s atmosphere is our protection against harmful UV
rays and prevents potentially damaging electromagnetic radiation from reaching the Earth's

surface. But, ozone is also the poster chemical for air pollution, linked to many respiratory
illnesses.

Ozone is known as O3 or trioxygen consisting of three atoms of oxygen.  It is less stable than
the O2 that we know and breathe as oxygen.

I thought it is important to all who accept the importance of environmental protection to be
alert to this special day and the things that can be done by each of us to preserve the ozone.
Clearly, the shift to wind power is consistent with an ozone preservation strategy.

So, let’s begin with what is ozone and what are the primary causes of ozone depletion? How
does ozone depletion impact climate change and our environment? Why is shifting to wind
energy part of a broader solution to ozone preservation?

Ozone is produced naturally in the stratosphere.  Please see the diagram that appears with
this column for more details on the Earth’s layers. This is “good” ozone.  Scientists around
the globe have been warning us for close to four decades that it is gradually being destroyed
by man-made chemicals and harmful emissions from such things as two-stroke engines
found in pleasure boats, leaf blowers, lawnmowers, etc.

Ground-level or “bad” ozone is an air pollutant that causes asthma and chronic obstruction
pulmonary disease, as well as damaging crops, trees and other vegetation.

We are lucky to have thousands of beautiful lakes and rivers to enjoy throughout this
province, but particularly in and around our beautiful Manitoulin Island. While boating is an
important part of our waterfront heritage and history, it comes with a shared responsibility.
Small engines, particularly the standard two-stoke outboard, are a major source of
hydrocarbon and other toxic emissions.  Emissions from these small engines can contribute
to ozone formation and can emit as much as 10 times the amount of pollution as a clean-air
certified car.

A few hours of boating fun and water skiing seems like pretty basic summer fun, but the
result when multiplied by thousands of other boaters and skiers has a big impact on the
ozone layer.  The experts say the impact of a two-stroke, 68 horsepower outboard, built
before 1997, mounted on a 17 to 20-foot runabout boat hull commonly used for recreational
water skiing is environmentally harmful. In a three-to-four hour afternoon of activity this
boat’s engine will consume about 80 litres of gasoline and 2 litres of lubricating oil, emitting
roughly 30% of the partially burned (hydrocarbons) fuel directly into the water. 

What happens to those hydrocarbons? They end up in the water in bottom sediments, as
surface film or are released into the atmosphere.  Please see the diagram of the Hydrological
Cycle with this column. Atmospheric hydrocarbons are a prime cause of greenhouse gases
and the thinning of the ozone layer. The harm extends to biological contamination that can
invade aquatic ecosystems leading to shoreline erosion, harm to flora and nesting areas.  All

from something that seems so simple and so much fun.

There has been much talk and concern about the impact the McLean’s Mountain Wind
Farm could have on the Island’s environment.  We accept those concerns and we have
been working to ensure there will be minimal impact, constant monitoring and reporting.
The public concern is sparked because the wind power is “new” and the turbines visible,
but there are many, many things we do every day for pleasure and to maintain our
properties that need a similar level of scrutiny and vigilance.  At least with the wind
farm, the checks and balances will be enforced and the overall impact of this renewable
energy is to lessen climate change impact.

Did you know by exchanging 1,000 gasoline-powered lawnmowers for electric motors,
that simple act can reduce VOCs (volatile organic compounds) by almost 10 tons per
year which is equal to taking 230 cars from the highway?  The ozone depleting
equipment you may have in your home or garage include lawnmowers, leaf blowers and
weed eaters using the small, two-stroke engines discussed earlier.

By comparison -- if we use a calculation from the Western Wind Energy (WEE)
experience that shows that 2,000,000 kWh or 2,000 mWh of wind can produce enough
power for over 200 homes, displace 900,000 kilograms of coal in the ground, reduce
annual greenhouse gas emissions by 2,000 tonnes and remove 417 cars off the road –
then, the McLean’s Mountain Wind Farm’s 60 MW project would translate into 78 times
more than the example provided above. That would mean a reduction in the carbon
footprint equal to removing 32,426 cars.  Just imagine!! 

According to Statistics Canada, there are 12,683 permanent residents on Manitoulin
Island.  If, for discussion purposes, we said every one of those residents had a car, then
the McLean’s Mountain Wind Farm has the equivalency capacity of removing the carbon
footprint impact of nearly three times that number of vehicles.  That would no doubt
account for our boats, snowmobiles and agricultural equipment too. That is a significant
reduction in a source of acid rain and ozone depletion.

On September 16 this year or, as part of the countdown to this world environmental day
focused on preservation of the ozone, you can make a difference.  You can be sure to
switch from gas-powered to electric when possible.  You can maintain the equipment,
making sure to change the oil and clean or replace filters regularly.  You can be sure to
use the proper fuel/oil mixture in your two-stroke engines. You can reduce mowing time
and decrease lawn area by planting trees, shrubs and other ground covers.  The point is
you can do something and according to global scientists you should start now.

The governments – including Canada – that have signed up to tackle ozone preservation
have banned and removed many harmful chemicals such as chlorofluorocarbon (CFCs)
once widely used as refrigerants, propellants (in aerosol applications), and solvents. But
the warning, and the purpose of a special day such as September 16th commemoration,
is to get countries such as the United States and Canada to stop producing and engaging
in activities that produce ozone-depleting substances.  The goal is to take action to
return the ozone layer to normal 1980 levels.  The deadline to make that happen? 2080.
That’s if we all get alert and change our actions now.

This September we can take one big step to deal with the small two-stroke engines and
make a difference to the Earth’s ozone.  Think about it.

Wind and renewable energy is only one part of being greener and cleaner.

If you want to discuss this topic further or have a topic or issue you feel needs to be
covered, my door is always open at the Project Office and I am a phone call away.  If
you’d prefer, send me an email at rick.martin@northlandpower.ca

OzONe PreveNTION

NEXT WEEK: MAINTAINING HABITATS
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HABITAT.  The first time I recall hearing the word was in relation to Habitat for
Humanity. It is an international organization with a Canadian division,  as well as
many provincial and city-based chapters.  Basically, Habitat for Humanity is a
non-profit organization working towards the goal of a world where everyone has
a safe and decent place to live.  When we talk about maintaining habitats we are
applying similar principles to conserve, protect, restore and even enhance areas
that are safe and suitable for wild plants and animals. It is a very important
undertaking and commitment.

Habitat conservation is a well-established land management
practice.  Habitat destruction or harm can occur naturally or as
a result of human activity and poor development practices.
The McLean’s Mountain Wind Farm is committed morally and
legally to maintaining the identified habitats on Manitoulin
Island that reside within the project impact zones. I want to
share this with you so idle talk of ruin and harm can be
corrected.  There have been conversations with residents of
this community regarding preservation of grasslands,
wetlands and forested areas. Let me share a few of the
questions we’ve been getting and the answers that have been
provided.

How do you ensure the open grasslands affected by the wind
farm development that are important to Manitoulin Island’s
wildlife are maintained and protected so hunting and nature
preservation are not negatively disturbed?

You’ve talked about wetlands and some water bird species in
previous columns, but what are the McLean’s Mountain Wind
Farm plans and requirements to maintain wetlands habitats?

Forested areas on the Island have their own unique ecosystem
and importance to the natural beauty on Manitoulin.  What will
be the project’s commitments to maintain and protect forested
areas?

Mitigation and offsetting policies exist in many jurisdictions
throughout Canada, the U.S., and the rest of the world. Here in
Ontario and with the development of the McLean’s Mountain
Wind Farm, it is the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) in
particular that is responsible for the regulations, guidelines
and monitoring to ensure habitat maintenance and mitigation.

Most of the policies do not have replacement of total habitat
area as the primary goal of offsetting activities; rather, the goal
is replacement of lost habitat functions and values. The
Mitigation Hierarchy chart provided with this column is a
common feature of most habitat conservation policies, which
includes the sequence of mitigation alternatives: Avoidance of
impacts, Minimization of unavoidable impacts, and Offsetting
(or “Compensation”) for unavoidable impacts.

Let’s speak in plain language and not the bureaucratic talk
related to these rules and regulations. The wind farm project
is NOT allowed to harm the MNR designated habitats and/or
the identified wildlife species and plants, particularly those
considered to be at risk.

For each of the key habitat areas – grasslands, wetlands and forest – there are
specific habitat conservation and mitigation requirements. They have been set by
the MNR in consultation with experts. Independent of the studies we have had to
conduct, MNR biologists, ornithologists (bird experts), ecologists and others have
been in conducting their own studies.  Why?  Because, habitat management is
taken seriously.  It should be offensive to have anyone tell you otherwise.

When it comes to the open grasslands on Manitoulin Island, in addition to the
regulatory issues and requirements, the McLean’s Mountain Wind Farm
MUST manage an area of 15 hectares (ha) of open country habitat.  What
does this promise mean? The focus of this habitat management program will
ensure:

1. Active maintenance of open country habitat, consisting
of either cattle grazing or bi-annual cutting of herbaceous
and woody debris, to prevent succession or change in land
use.  This will ensure 15 ha of undisturbed open country
habitat remains available for Open-Country Breeding
Birds; and

2. Similar habitat maintenance will also provide the
necessary habitat for a population of small mammals.
These small mammals will support the Raptor Winter
Roosting and Feeding Habitat; and 

3. Agreement of participating landowners within the
management zone (15 ha), prohibiting cutting between
May 15 to July 15.

We have already provided a full column on the wetlands
habitat maintenance and preservation, but to re-emphasis
the MNR required commitments, it is important to share
that the focus of the habitat management program will
ensure:

1. Strategic placement of waterfowl nest boxes within
Waterfowl Nesting Areas greater than 200m from turbine
edge; and

2. An agreement with current participating landowners to
manage availability of nesting habitat within designated
Waterfowl Nesting Areas equal to or greater than 1.4 ha.

When it comes to the forested areas, the habitat
management plan is focused on protection of forest birds.
To achieve this protection and preservation, the habitat
management program will ensure:

1. Agreement of participating landowners’ properties that
overlap Forest Bird areas with a binding commitment not
to undertake any modification of the forest that would
create gaps greater than 20m wide or decrease the
canopy cover to less than 75%;

2. Expansion of interior forest habitat through infilling
areas which currently have a treed pasture community
with restoration plantings using native tree species which
complement the neighbouring vegetation communities
and environmental conditions.

I can tell you that throughout this process, the MNR is
making sure we enhance not harm these special
ecosystems ensuring the habitats unique to Manitoulin
Island and its biodiversity are preserved and protected.

I will never tire of inviting you to drop into the project office, speak to me by
a phone call at a time of your convenience or reach me directly at my email
address rick.martin@northlandpower.ca I need to hear from you.  We want
to address your issues and concerns openly, directly and honestly.  This
project is being developed and will be managed properly and in keeping with
sound and acceptable land management practices.  Have an issue you want
addressed through this column?  You know how to contact me.  Don’t
hesitate.

Maintaining Habitats

NEXT WEEK: Manitoulin Wildlife
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